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work on Comparative Anatomy, and also by Agassiz in B his Contribu- 
tions to the Natural History of the United States, and by both writers 
with acceptance, but without personal verification. My observations, 
which have been made upon embryos of several genera and species of 
serpents and lizards of this country, have not enabled me to confirm the 
observations of Dr. Weinland ; on the contrary, I feel quite sure that 
no such structures exist in the foetuses of the genera Eutcenia and Storeria 
among our snakes, nor in the foetus of the genus Scincus among 
lizards. But without expressing a doubt about the correctness of the 
observations of Dr. Weinland, I am compelled upon the basis of my own 
researches to call in question the universality of the rule ; and as the 
indorsement of Professors Owen and Agassiz is without personal verifica- 
tion, I cannot regard them as having any positive value in the decision of 
such a question. — A. Sager. 

ANT HROPOLOG Y. 

Anthropological News. — Erganzungsheft 50 of Petermann's 
Mittheilungen contains E. de Pruyssenaere's account of his journeys 
and discoveries in the region of the White and the Blue Nile. The 
seventh chapter (pp. 18-27), relates to the population of the Upper 
White Nile, and especially to the Dengas. 

Murray issues a volume entitled, The Cradle of the Blue Nile ; A Visit 
to the Court of King John of Ethiopia, by E. A. de Cosson. 

In Nature, April 26th, is a lengthy review of a paper on the races and 
tribes of the Chad Basin, in Zeitschrift der Gesellschaft fiir Erdhunde, by 
Dr. G. Nachtigall. 

We have received from the author, W. L. Distant, two pamphlets, re- 
prints from the Journal of the Anthropological Institute, entitled respect- 
ively, On the Term Religion as used in Anthropology ; and, Our 
Knowledge of the Nicobarians. The same gentleman exhibited to the 
Institute, April 24th, photographs of the people of the Andaman and Ma- 
lacca islands. 

The Journal of the Victoria Institute, vol. x., just issued, contains 
some valuable articles reviewing the grounds of modern speculations, es- 
pecially in England. 

Nos. 3 and 4 of Materiaux appear together. The principal com- 
munication of importance to students, outside of France, is that of M. 
Ernest Chantre, describing the collections of bronze implements exhibited 
at the last meeting of the Congress of Prehistoric Archaeology, held dur- 
ing the past summer at Buda Pesth. 

The Russian Geographical Society will publish a description of the 
upper part of the Oxus, of the Hindoo Koosh, and of the Western Him- 
alayas. The work will be accompanied by ethnographical maps and 
vocabularies. 

In The Academy for April 21st and 28th, Mr. Percv Gardiner reviews 
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at length the discoveries of Dr. Schliemann, at Mycense. He concludes 
that the supposed analogy of the treasures to Byzantine work is delusive, 
and that they are of a very early date. 

In Popular Science Monthly for June, Herbert Spencer writes on The 
Evolution of the Family, and Prof. Wm. B. Carpenter on Mesmerism- 
Odylism, Table Turning, and Spiritualism. 

In the Atlantic Monthly for May, Mr. Edward H. Knight begins a 
series of illustrated articles on Crude and Curious Inventions at the 
Centennial Exhibition, commencing with musical instruments. 

The Nineteenth Century for June contains an article on Infanticide, 
by C. A. Ty'ffe. 

Dr. Dalrymple, of Baltimore, sends us an interesting pamphlet enti- 
tled, Excerpta ex Diversis Litteris Missionariorum, issued during the 
first part of the present year. 

In the Transactions of the Wisconsin Academy of Science, etc., vol. 
iii. 1875-1876, the following archaeological papers appear: The An- 
cient Civilization of America, by W. L. J. Nicodemus ; Copper Tools 
found in the State of Wisconsin, by J. D. Butler ; Report of the Com- 
mittee on Exploration of Indian Mounds in the Vicinity of Madison. 

Dr. Gustav Bruhl has sent to the Smithsonian Institution four pam- 
phlets, printed in German, on Die Culturvolker Alt Amerikas, treat- 
ing of the Mississippi Valley, Mexico, Chiapas and Yucatan, and Central 
America. 

An article in the Church Gazette., x., No. 4, New York, treats of the 
Proto-Historic Settlement of America. 

Prof. J. Hammond Trumbull sends to the Magazine of American 
History, June, a note on the Indian names of places on Long Island, de- 
rived from esculent and medicinal roots. 

Before the Anthropological Institute of London, April 24th, three 
papers were read on American subjects : On the Migrations of the Es- 
kimo, by Dr. John Rae ; On Earthworks in Ohio, by Robert B. Holt; 
Note on Skulls from Ohio, by Prof. Geo. Busk. 

The Annual Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs and that 
of the Board of Commissioners must not be overlooked in the summary 
of contributions to American ethnology. The map of the location of 
tribes in the former is especially valuable. — Otis T. Mason. 

GEOLOGY AND PALEONTOLOGY. 

Pan-Ice Work and Glacial Masks in Labrador. — In an arti- 
cle in the Canadian Naturalist (viii. No. 4), entitled Notes on some Geo- 
logical Features of the Northeastern Coast of Labrador, Prof. H. Y. 
Hind describes the action of pan-ice in abrading and polishing the rocks 
both above and below the sea level. He gives an account of the mode 
of formation of the remarkable gneiss steps or terraces in Tooktoosner 
Bay, south of Hopedale, and in Lake Melville, Hamilton Inlet. His 



